
Paul May
Paul May has been teaching ASL since 2000.  He also taught Deaf and Hard of Hearing children at several 
K-12 schools in NC and SC.  Paul and his wife, Holly, are licensed Foster Parents who had taken in several 
Deaf boys and officially adopted an adorable Deaf son, Jackson, now six.  Recently, Paul led two Purple 
VRS workshops in Greenville, SC, and Washington, D.C. He also hosted a four-day immersion workshop in 
SC with Dr. Roger Williams, and he was a team member of the first four-day workshop in Jacksonville, 
Florida with Carole Lazorisak, Amanda Richter, and Bud Schrader.
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Judith Gilliam, MA, RSC, CDI, QMHI
Judith M. Gilliam hails from West Haven, Connecticut. She attended Gallaudet University and has held various 
roles; classroom teacher, dean of girls, supervising teacher, Director of Instructional Service and Director of 
Primary Department (Preschool through 3rd grade)  She retired after 27 years of service and became a staunch 
advocate for various organizations.  In early 1980, Judith took the RSC exam and has been involved with the 
interpreting profession ever since.  She was involved in various RID committees.  She co-chaired the RID 
National Conference in Orlando, FL. She was involved in the NAD RID National Interpreter Certification for 6 
years co-chairing with the beloved Gary Sanderson. Most recently, Judith has served on NAD’s RID Certification 
Committee for six years with the last 2 terms as the chair. Judith is a certified mediator and continues to serve 
RID in various capacities. With her recent experience working and collaborating with the member sections and 
members in general, Judith wishes to continue the practice of reaching out to the RID community. She also 
currently serves as a Commissioner on the Commission on Collegiate Interpreter Education. With her vested 
interest in continuing the valuable work done by the committee, Judith intends to devote her deep commitment 
to support the interpreting profession. She enjoys attending to issues including, but not limited to, CDI but also to 
all issues impacting certified interpreters regionally and nationally. She resides in Alabama with her husband, 
Buford along with their 2 grown sons, 11 grandchildren and 2 great grandchildren.

Sue Graham, CSC
Sue, daughter of Deaf Parents and Grandparents, has been a Nationally Certified Interpreter since 1972. For 
over 40 years she has shared her love of American Sign Language and the Deaf Communities through teaching 
Sign Language in various settings, including UAB Special Studies for over 12 years. She has also been in 
leadership roles with A.I.D.B., AT&T and for the last 11 years as Director of the Sorenson VRS center in 
Birmingham, AL.
Sue was one of the original members of ALRID and worked closely with Mary Lou Bingham, who was a gracious 
mentor in the early days of professional interpreting. Sue and her work with a local musical sign language 
performance troupe, Handful of Love, was nominated for the coveted Cable ACE Award, featured on the Toni 
Tennille Show, PM Magazine, and CNN News. Sue was also awarded the Birmingham Professional Women 
“Woman of the Year” award for her work with Town and Gown Theatre and Handful of Love.
Sue continues her passion through interpreting, teaching and mentoring and as Mama Lou once said, “Old 
Interpreters don’t die – they just sign off.”
Sue resides in Sylacauga, AL with her husband, Johnny, 4 dogs, and 2 cats.  In her spare time she dotes on her 4 
Grandchildren and 2 Great Grandchildren.
 

Beverly Bownds, CSC
Beverly Bownds is celebrating 35 years as an RID certified interpreter. She has been active in her field as the 
President of  Southern California Registry of Interpreters for the Deaf, Member at Large for Northern California 
Registry of Interpreters for the Deaf, and currently the Alabama Registry of Interpreters for the Deaf Southwest 
Region Representative.  She has worked in California, India, Texas, Hawaii and now Alabama, gaining a 
wealth of knowledge and experience. Beverly has worked in a large scope of environments, including 
community, medical , employment, education, mental health , legal and video relay service. 
Beverly is currently the Interpreter Coordinator at the Alabama Institute for the Deaf and Blind, Montgomery 
Regional Center.  She believes in supporting the next generation of interpreters and paying it forward, offering 
guidance and mentoring. Beverly is a team player and is constantly working to promote the interpreting 
profession by example. 
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Paul May, continued
Paul also had led several workshops for Spartanburg Community College at their annual “ASLville” event – 
“Introduction to Classifiers” and “Strong Language and Profanity.”  Also, he did “Classifiers” workshop for SC RID 
chapter.  He has produced two video clips, called, “Depression: An Overlooked Mental Illness” and “HIPAA: 
Patient’s Privacy Rights” in ASL for Deaf and Hard of Hearing people. He also developed a website for Services 
to the Deaf offered at the SC Department of Mental Health as an independent contractor.   Paul is working on a 
plan to enroll in an EdD program with hopes to improve Deaf education.  Lastly, Paul participated in Teaching 
Medical Interpreting immersion training via the CATIE center, NCIEC in Portland, OR a couple years ago.  Paul 
is looking forward to seeing interpreters strengthen their skills in their healthcare settings with clarity!

Belinda Montgomery, CSC, CI, CT, NAD V Master, Certified Master Mentor, BA Troy ITP
Belinda Montgomery began her practice of and involvement in the Interpreting field in 1984 and became a 
member of ALRID and RID that same year.  She has since served on the ALRID board in many positions 
throughout the years.
Belinda’s early interpreting experience was within the community, but grew to be statewide in a variety of settings.  
She has been honored to serve for almost 20 years on the Alabama Licensure Board of Interpreters and 
Transliterators (ALBIT). She retired from the Alabama Department of Rehabilitation Services in 2015. Upon 
retirement, she re-opened her interpreting agency, Montgomery Interpreting Services, LLC, in earnest and has 
enjoyed providing quality interpreter services for central and eastern Alabama. She is also currently an adjunct 
professor at Troy University in the Interpreter Training Program.  
A native of Montgomery, she enjoys traveling with her husband and gatherings of her family including her 9 
grandchildren.
 

Molly O’Hara
Molly O’Hara, deaf from birth, excels in the fields of linguistics, curriculum development, interpreter training, and 
second-language learning. She has developed collegiate coursework for bicultural education and ASL 
instruction. O’Hara has published a bilingual handbook, “American Sign Language: A Grammar Reference 
Guide”. Currently, she is building courses and posting them on ASLlearn.com. O’Hara created and directed a 
successful internship that has brought her closer to identifying ASL phonemes. O’Hara’s deaf heritage spans five 
generations, and she is a MO-BEI Advanced certified English/ASL interpreter with experience in the K-12 
settings.

Sue Scott, CSC, CI, CT, ND V, MHQ
Sue Scott, a hearing child of Deaf adults served the Deaf and interpreting communities most of her life in AL, CA, 
MA, MN and NC.  She started out in church interpreting as a teenager and then moved to CA as a freelance 
interpreter and substitute houseparent for the CA School for the Deaf-Berkeley. She assisted with research and 
compilation of an unpublished doctoral dissertation, “The Effect of Early Communication and Family Climate on 
the Deaf Child’s Development” by Dr. Kathryn Meadow University of California, Berkeley.  In MA she worked as a 
sign language tutor for the City of Fall River Schools before returning to her home in Mobile in 1973. Recognizing 
the needs of the local Deaf and interpreting community, she applied for federal and city grants starting the Mobile 
Center for the Deaf which continued until 1981.  She was then hired by at Bishop State Community College 
under a federal grant in 1981 to train minority interpreters where she worked until she retired from this position in 
1999.  She was also able to finish her BA degree in 1984 from Mobile College now known as the University of 
Mobile with her major in psychology and minor in sociology.  
Believing in the best standards possible in working with the Deaf community, she earned four national 
certifications from Registry of Interpreters for the Deaf, Inc (RID):  Comprehensive Skills Certificate twice, then 
the two Certificates of Interpretation and Transliteration and later worked with RID on new test developments.  
She earned Level V Master Level Interpreter from the National Association of the Deaf, Inc., and became one of 
their evaluators. In the 1990s she served as a trainer for the Alabama DeafBlind Project. In 2004, she was one of 
the first interpreters to be qualified under the Department of Mental Health, Deaf Services.
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Sabrina Smith, PhD
Sabrina Smith, PhD, has been involved in the interpreting field for over 20 years. She is Nationally certified 
through RID: CI and CT, as well as NIC Master and Ed:K-12. She works as an educational interpreter and has 
been interpreting in the school system for over 19 years in elementary, middle and high school settings. She also 
works as a video relay interpreter with Sorenson Communications where she has been employed over 13 years. 
She enjoys encouraging interpreters of all levels and mentoring people across the United States. She works as a 
freelance interpreter, and as a performing arts interpreter for theaters and  concert venues in her area. She served 
as the Region II delegate for IEIS (Interpreters in Educational and Instructional Settings) from 2015-17. She has 
presented various workshops across the country, and also presented abroad in Peru helping to empower the Deaf 
community to seek interpreters for their children in mainstreamed schools as well as teaching interpreters how to 
improve their expressive skills. Feel free to contact her about mentoring, presenting, or just general questions 
about the field of interpreting at sabrinatempie.wixsite.com/aslterp
 

Kent Schafer, MA
Kent Schafer serves as a statewide psychology in deafness resource for the Office of Deaf Services in Alabama 
Department of Mental Health. As an active scholar with thirty-six years of homework assignments under his 
belt, his thirst for sharing his information rages on. He is nearing the end of his doctoral journey as he builds 
psychometric value to the statewide Communication Skills Assessment. He continues to be a nationally certified 
school psychologist with a vested interest in challenging fine young minds to dare to be different. His first 
master's degree was within the counseling domain with a concentration in Alcohol and Substance Use from the 
University of Illinois at Springfield. His second master's degree was within Psychology and Education from the 
University of Wisconsin at Whitewater. As a current board-at-large member of the national organization, 
ADARA, he continues to have a vested interest in addressing policy and program concerns to share best 
practices when working with individuals who are Deaf. He relishes opportunities to provide members of the 
receptive signing community the opportunity to expand the six inches of grey matter between their ears. 
Planting seeds so that future generations may bask under the shade of the grown tree of ideas is a task worth 
undertaking. When not promoting ideas, he can be found somewhere chucking round plastic objects towards 
metal encaged baskets in the sport called disc golf or spending time with his wife, seven-year-old, and the 
10-month-old daughter.  

Sue Scott, continued
She served as president for ALRID in 1990-92, president of the Council of Organizations Serving Deaf 
Alabamians in 1989, and served 6 years as RID Region II Representative in 1994-2000.  She and Judith 
Gilliam, also on this panel, served as co-chairs for the RID national convention in Orlando FL.  After her RID 
board tenure, Sue then served the RID Ethical Practices Committee first as a Mediator and then Adjudicator 
before her next “official” retirement in 2005 from doing business as Scott and Associates, a consulting and 
interpreting service. 
Her two “retirements” did not slow her down.  While living in MN during the summer months, she was a 
Minnesota Court Ethics Approved Interpreter and worked with the Deaf community who lived on the White Earth 
Ojibway Reservation.  While in NC, she has served as a volunteer interpreter for Hospice and volunteers with 
groups related to substance abuse/misuse in western NC. In Mobile, AL she serves on the Advisory Board of 
Deaf Teen Quest, Youth for Christ. She and Dr. Stephan Scott, a retired psychologist, have been married for 38 
years, blending their family of five children, nine grandchildren and one great grandchild.  

Alex Tenny
Alex Tenney, Pre-ETS Specialist, currently works as a Pre-Employment Transition Services
Specialist for ADRS in Mobile where she covers 8 counties and serves over 20 high schools in her area. She 
works with students who have hearing and/or vision loss, empowering them to take control of their future, 
and ensures them that with self-advocacy skills, their hearing or vision loss will NOT be a factor in achieving 
maximum success in the workplace. Alex worked as a job coach/job developer before bringing her skills to 
ADRS.  She also teaches American Sign Language for AIDB.  In her free time, she enjoys spending it 
outdoors.
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Shanna Trim
Shanna Trim is the Alabama State Ambassador for the National Association of Interpreters in Education 
(NAIE) and an educational sign language interpreter for the H.L. Sonny Callahan School for the Deaf and 
Blind of Mobile County Public Schools in Mobile, Alabama.
She first learned to sign in 6th grade from her best friend Ryan. Shanna credits Ryan with leading her down 
this path; they remain friends to this day.  Shanna’s desire to interpret professionally was put on hold while she 
followed husband Mikhail around several states and abroad for 12 years while he was in the military. But she 
eventually came full circle and listened to the voice in her head urging her to pursue a career as an interpreter. 

She graduated from Troy University and worked in several community and educational settings and 
discovered that her passion lies in educational interpreting. She views it not as a job, but as her calling.
Shanna resides across the bay from Mobile in beautiful Daphne, Alabama with her husband of 18 years 
Mikhail, her high-school aged son Seamus, and her 13-year-old beagle Sophie. When she’s not getting 
students to pay attention in math class, Shanna enjoys knitting, sewing, baking, reading, and all things Disney.

Cheryl Thomas, NAD V, CI, CT, NIC-M, SC:L, BEI Court
Cheryl Thomas is the former staff sign language interpreter for the Arkansas Supreme Court Administrative 
Office of the Courts, Office of Court Interpreter Services. Cheryl began her interpreting career in Edmonton, 
Alberta, Canada prior to moving to Arkansas in 1999.  She has worked in various settings including VRS, 
education and freelance work, but in recent years has focused on interpreting in legal settings. 

In addition to her freelance work and facilitating for Project CLIMB, Cheryl volunteers her time on various 
national committees.  Cheryl currently holds her NAD V, CI, CT, NIC-M, SC:L, and BEI Court. A DPI, and raised 
in a large Deaf family, Cheryl lives Louisville, MS with her husband, and has 4 children and 6 grandchildren.  For 
fun, she enjoys riding her motorcycle and “glamping” with her husband.
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